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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Linda Blake
Assn Director of Marketing and Community Relations
Linda.Blake@ymcadc.org; 202-536-8394
THE Y’S THINGAMAJIG INVENTION CONVENTION GOES VIRTUAL IN 2020
Children can create inventions, learn more about STEM, win prizes

and celebrate their achievements all virtually
WASHINGTON, D.C. – August 13, 2020 –- In 2020, the YMCA of Metropolitan Washington will celebrate 26 years of hosting THINGMAJIG Invention Convention.   Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, THINGAMAJIG will not be held at its annual location at the Prince George's County Show Place Arena in Upper Marlboro, Maryland, but will be re-imagined as a virtual program where children can still participate in amazing STEM learning.  

Recognized as the YMCA of Metropolitan Washington’s signature event, the THINGAMAJIG Invention Convention challenges youth to use their creativity, imagination, recyclables, engineering design process and a bit of trial and error to solve a challenge.  They are encouraged to design, build, and present their original prototypes in the Invention Competition.   Recognition and prizes will be awarded based on a set of judging criteria.
The THINGAMAJIG Invention Convention is designed to connect young people, ages 5-14 to the importance and relevance of science and technology in all aspects of living.  THINGAMAJIG also motivates them to use their imagination, creativity and strategic thinking to “think outside of the box” and explore STEM in a manner that is highly engaging.
This year’s Thingamajig Invention Challenges are based on the new realities that our children and families are living.  Children have several weeks to plan, design and construct inventions using recyclable materials based on provided categories.   Inventions can be submitted individually or as a team.  Volunteers serve as judges in each invention category.   The Y’s THINGMAJIG Invention Convention is free and open to youth ages 5-14 everywhere.                                                                                                                                                                                                 
As a virtual program, THINGAMAJIG will be available for registration, invention display, workshops, judging, and the award ceremony via ZOOM, YouTube and Facebook Live.   The award ceremony in September will also be a virtual program hosted by singer, song writer and producer, Eric Roberson.  Eric Roberson will announce the category winners and share an interactive experience with the registered children where they can be engaged and have fun.  Eric will be joined by his family.
Some key dates for THINGMAJIG:
July 27 – August 28, 2020
Thingamajig Registration – Invention Submission (All inventions will be shared via YouTube)
August 31-Sept 2, 2020
First Round Review – Determination of Top Ten Winners – THINGAMAJIG Invention Challenge 


Top Ten – Trashion Fashion


Top Ten – Y-IDOL
September 8, 2020
Invention Preparation Workshop – designed to prepare young people for the judging process
September 10-12, 2020


Virtual THINGAMAJIG Judging Circles
September 19, 2020
Virtual THINGAMAJIG Celebration/Awards Ceremony hosted by musician Eric Roberson and family
The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Federal Aviation Administration, WETA TV26, NASA, Lockheed Martin, Cybersecurity University are a few of the partners to join this year’s THINGAMAJIG Invention Convention to inspire tomorrow’s future.
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About YMCA of Metropolitan Washington
The YMCA of Metropolitan Washington is a not-for-profit charity organization that has been serving the communities and families of Washington, D.C., Maryland and Virginia in the areas of youth development, healthy living and social responsibility, for nearly 168 years. Through opportunities in wellness, aquatics, youth sports, summer camps, childcare and more, the Y engages more than 250,000 individuals and families. Visit www.ymcadc.org for more information. 
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